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A
s A OLONY, Virginia had been dependent for her 
mlll ta ry s trength upon a militia the members of which 
furnished their own equipme,nt and were paid only 

\' 'hen in service. Each coun ty had its own officers, including 
,county lieutenant appoin ted by the governor to r egulate and 

u;..,ipIln the mUitia . The governor was commander in chief 
of the wbole nnd tbe members of h is council were colonels.' 
Consequently, when Virginia determined wbile yet a colony 
to aid New England, sbe had a basis upon wh ich she could lay 
her foundations. 

The transition, however, was not made without difficulty, as 
• leiter of one of the delegates to the convention which met in 
July, 1775 clearly indicates. 

] have not since I came to this place, except the fast-day & 
IUDd.Y. had an hour which I cou'd call my own the Committee 
(ot whlch I am 0 member) appoin ted to prepare an Ordinance 
tor rai.dn, our arm'd Force tor the Defence & protect ion of this 
Colony. meet every morning a t seven o'clock, sit 'til the 
Corn'm on rne.e . which seldom r ises belore five in the after­
_ . , ImmedJ. tely aller Dinner & 3 little Refreshmenth the 
c.na:ulter It .aaln 'UI nine or ten at nigh t; this is ard 
0..1r. and yet w hno hItherto m.de but little progress: & r 

,II II not be able to bring in the Ordinance 'til la te next 
...... \I I n! thIJ will not b. wondered at, when the Extent 

ru of Ih. Btuln ... before us Is reflected on-to 
tor ImmedJatc Sf.fvice-lo new model the whole 
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- the colony, the millUa were GrSIUlIzed Ia 
prouc~ ,.-oup Included free, able-bodied 1IIen, ~ 
men renUces ranging In age from slxteen to ..... 
,·alIlS. IUld .P~nrne.ntal cla" es were exempted. The 11ft, ~ 
the usual gO'I' "orized 10taJed 8,180. It was Intend .... ~ thus au" _ t .... _ 
men sh uld provide the necessary arms, but unm 8Udt .... 
publl the men were ordered to furnish thetr own. ~ 
~er tion of one shill ing and four pence a day Was paYable 
~ attendance at the rendezvous or during actuaJ 
~~PO~e same act provided that ,,:,hen the new battal!oq, 

6JJed the volunteer groups, which had been raised by 
... -ere 'u.on meeting in March, should be abandon ..... the conven . -.-.. 

The enthusiasm for the Revolution was so prevalent dllring 
1775 and 1776 in Virginia, especIally ill the West, that it was 

: necessary to draft men for the Continental service. JefIer_ 
regarded this as being of particular importance in as mucb 

as the draft was "the most unpopular and impracticable thing 
thai could be attempted. Our people," he wrote, "even under 
the monarchical governmen t, had learn t to consider it as the 
las:! of all oppressions. '" 

In order to postpone what UDder the circumstances was 
the Inevitable, the assembly attempted to raise recruits througb 
boun eo. Tne Idea 0/ a land bOUD ty was suggested by an acl 
of the Continental Congress in 1776 giving land ranging from 

hundred acres for privates to live hundred for colone1s. 
V rg)IUa 1VIth ber "ast unappropriated area in the West could 

be Iavil She at /lrst made gran Is to the officers and 
d~:,., In both h r sate and Continental contingents on the 

! by ConjfT Later , as conditions became 
I. th amoun • In 1780 the embly 
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__ ell aD property; and moreover be entitled to three 
hundred acres of land, in Ueu of all such bounUes given by 
any Jonner laws.'" Two years later an act authorized. an 
tncrease of a sixth in the amount of one's land for each year'. 
-.ervice beyond six.' In the meanwhile, the amount received 
by the officers had been increased. to a maximum of 15,000 
acres for major generals serving under six years.· 

As a further means of encouragement, money bounties 
were offered. Like the land bounties. they increased in amount 
os the struggle progressed. In the beginning, each soldier 
agreeing to serve for three years unless sooner discharged was 
entitled to $20." After a while the bounty was increased to 
150 for each person recruited for the duration of the war, but 

only $100 for those engaging themselves for three years." This 
practice was not unusual in the distribution of bounties as the 
officials .... ere desirous of obtaining stable fighting forces. The 
amount was increased from time to time" until a law in 1780 
provided $12,000 bounty for service rendered for the duration 
of the war and $8,000 for three years' enlistment. In order to 
raise this amount, the assembly levied a special two per cent tax 

all p roperty taxed in specie though the levy itself might be 
paid in produce, such as tobacco and hemp at fixed ratios." The 
!ollowing year in a desperate attempt to raise 3000 men a bounty 
of $10,000 was offered for two years' service." 

Those amoun ts, however, do not indicate such drastic 
IIdvanca as woul d appear from their face value for they were 

ven in paper money. In te.rms of purchasing power, the 

:
::I;bot:Ught little. Thus the Virginia Gazette, a four-paged 

• pe&ring weekly, increased its subscription price 
I)' In 1779 and shortly thereafte.r charged $20 faT 

~ft1hl"1 In ttl columns for the first week and $15 fnr 
a*q1:lml .ltotU." Th proc of depreciation continued 

a1Krlt)' lhal wh. n Ih oct or lh May Conv nU n of 
cal U 00 unJl of gold or silver for ooe 

~::.: - .. , ... __ it. I -..., .. 
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Pars but belore the end of the ~ __ drtd ftfly pa, , ,_ It ,... 
bun (or 8 lhousand. I. 

one us mbly offered other Inducement. In the 1 
Th/' coda"' (rom payment 01 p rsonal taxes, a d..':'" Of 

, loth . (r r ro urable. hospita lization, freedom tram 1,!!1 
.r spIri ts I~ Ih enl ls lment 01 a substitute for the dur-­
II one st'Cu deliver d a desert r, support of dependen~u." 
or th wa r °lrd .cr's death and retirement at full P'y ,. In 

t of II so I I I d h . _ the 
C n l o( disablement. ' In the en, owever, It bec.me n ..... 

~ to lace the tacts and look toward the draIt as the uJliIn.to 
m aDS 01 salvation. 

An acl or tbe assembly which met in May 1777 P~ovided 
d It 1£ the necessary recruIts were Dot forthcollllng by 

~ ra L The mil itia were divided into as many lots as there 
: soldiers wanting to supply the quota. II any division 
~used 10 lurnish • man, the officers were authorized to select 

• wbo in tbeir opinion could be best spared and who Would 
be most serviceable." The system, Devertheless, was not fully 
""'~opod until the fall meeting of the assembly. At that time 
II ..... de ermined th.t only single meD above eighteen years 

&gO were eligible for tbe drall All unmarried men of .j>­

propN\e a e were 10 meet lor inspection and those phYSically 
twvticappod dismissed For those remaining, the word "serv­
Ice" was wri lten on as many distinct pieces of paper as the 
""mt .. r 01 ~rults to be raised and the slips were put into • 
_end vessel. The word "clear" was likewise wri tten on as 
-J other p eca at paper as there were eligible men pre"""l 

_'1 'Ir r k n toP.etbcr and lhen each man drew a paper from 
II ... r d .Ioud and either "service" or "clear" 

an 1'1111 oPPOSite his nam . AI the Urne this pr0-

ck"" out an addlUonal bounty w 0 ere:! in 
oecur. TO! nt Wt!JloUI th formality o f • dnfl." 
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SoME PROBUMS or THE DIlArr 

Jevying of ContJnental troops. Many 'appeared at the court­
house in arms and others came as their abettors where they 
"did by Force and Threats obstruct the Execution of the Law, 
dJsturbe the Peace of this Commonwealth, and murder, wound 
or annoy many of the good People thereof .... " The uprising 
\Vas subdued on the second day by volunteers most of whom 
were officers. A court-martial was held to deal with the of­
lenders. Some were sent to the army to serve as common 
soldiers for the duration of the w ar and others for eighteen 
months. A few escaped to the British army by boarding 
vessels which lay in the bay.2o 

During the same fall the militia of L ancaster County 
assembled as a mob on the day appointed for the draft. They 
disarmed the officers as they came to the field and took from 
the county lieutenant the papers relative to the draft, thus 
making it impossible to carry it out. A court-martial was held 
and many were condemned, but the lieutenant was able to 
capture only a few of the offenders.21 

The assembly tried to check the violence by authorizing 
courts-martial to sentence those inciting opposition against the 
drafts." It went a step further to declare that such people 
would be regarded as civilly dead and their property divided 
among their h eirs.2J Unable to cope with the situation , the 
assembly become more conciliatory. It at length passed a joint 
resolution permitting the governor to settle disturbances as 
be thought best, by pardon or otherwise." 

In lhe meanwhile it was becoming increasingly difficult to 
carry out the draft acts." The attitude as set forth by the 
colonel or Montgomery County was probably representative 
0/ thaI of W .. ~rn Virginia as a whole. 

r m v ry apprehensive tha t the number of men demanded 
t, 0« ton cannol be roiaed. It is the general opinion ot 

• 0 •• well as my own opinion. lhnt nearly one hall 
frown mJJlUa a rC! dllDtTecled. lie therefore cnnnot be drawn 
I I'rYltIO ith r by thr tllUi or otherwise; & should they 

Nine t Low, they would eIther wilhdr Gw 

Ina l<, Cq\' r-not' J " non, , brun),. l1t11. Palnlu, ColcftdG;r • 

• Dtee.ttlbt r ft , ITIO. Ibid. ,... 
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J or embody and disturb the -.Peke f 
to the rnoh~tac~~~lderDtion has ,prevented the Court M.rt 
county, T IS the Law in executIon against them.'. 
rrom putUng 

. C unty was the scene of some of the most b. 
H·~pshlre a t d · I·k 1tlor 

IL'~. The people in the coun y IS 1 ed the act to 
oppoSI~on, he army with clothes and wagons as well as r 
supplYIng t fling law. The collector of one of the diVis .the 
general :a up clothes and beef was "Interrupted in the ex~~~ 
for mak . g flice" A certain John Claypole declared that au 
tinofhis o . huldt 
o. . d posing the collection s 0 urn out. Thereupon 

of his ml fit dOPa few men and drank George Ill's health and' be col ec e t . 
IIDamnation to Congress." A warran was Issued for several 

nd the sheriff took a guard of fifty to the meeting of the men a . . 
l' here in the meanwhIle SIXty or seventy armed men 
~a~C~a~hered. After a time, the disaffected capitulated. Those 
responsible for the opposition ask~d the county officer for 
forgiveness and admitted that theIr conduct had not been 
discreet. They attributed theIr actlOns to the liquor. They 
declared through tbeir spokesman that they were willing to 
pay the tax on beef and clothing and "likewise to be Complyable 
to the Laws of the State, as far as our Ability will allow.1Il7 

Not long thereafter the militia of the county were repulsed 
from a mill beld by tbe insurgents. John Claypole was again 
the leader of the discontented. His group reputedly numbering 
a thousand threatened to kill men, women and children so 
that it became necessary for the officials to request aid from a 
nearby county to put down the uprising." Several of the 
olIenders s~rendered. The leaders later petitioned the gover­
nor for leruency. They pointed out that they lived in a remote 
~10n of the state where news could not easily be obtained and 
~u8r::.the~ ~ere subjected to British propaganda. They had 
o( over~~o~·udedhmto taking up arms not with the intention 
but with the

lllg 
It e government nor harming any individual, 

property. Atl:g~h~;:' o( protecUng their own liberty and 
"'''e pardoned lor "t~edl •• fleeted, including the ring leaders, 
In.tatuaUon'' ICl!mcd same ignornnce and unaccount.!lble 
- to have nfleet d nil" .~ Wln,_". I' • 
" ~ J.,_u v,,, .. !=~ t .. OO'#erne" 
.~ I: ..!.TlI~ '''It. ~~~.rnor Je-~~~~ "n"l1 U. 1'1'11 .... Jbfd,'" IcL_ ''''''..JU I~. - ~r \0 u" C. • pr I 11. 111.1. loki ... JI...II: 
t~ ' .. ~!!~"~ .. v Me-In .. III U"lJ> WIUt,n-.nt or rr.ctutdt. ar tI. 1111. --. .. ,. -.. "·~r 1 ' n.,. Of v 
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According to an officJal In Accomack County, "Anarchy, 
Confusion & disorder reigns triumphant amongst us." Hearing 
that n group of men had successfully opposed the draft in 
Northampton County, a number of Accomack citizens resolved 
to (ollow the example. On the day appointed for the draft 
almost two hundred men with clubs assembled at the court­
house to oppose it. The county lieutenant tried unsuccessfully 
to appease the mutineers with "soothing and powerful argu­
ments." One of the men snatched the drafting papers fro," 
the table while the others cheered. Consequently, the recruit­
ing officers discontinued their attempts for the time being. 

Two days later when a second effort was made practically 
the same obstructionists appeared "armed with clubs, swords, 
guns and pistols, and took possession of the Court house, at 
the door of which they placed a centinel with his musket." 
They unanimously declared their intention of opposing the draft 
at the hazard of their lives. The clerk took the names of twenty 
of the insurrectionists, but this did not intimidate them. Their 
persistence made it impossible to carry out the law. A court­
martial was subsequently held and those most involved were 
made soldiers for the duration of the war. A mild policy was 
adopted because the county was detached from state aid, 
neighboring Maryland would not give assistance, and the 
magazines were almost exhausted.JO 

Papers were seized in other counties. One exasperated 
officer went so far as to suggest hanging a few 01 the offenders 
"for examples to the rest".JI In some cases detachments could 
not be marched off because there were no officers to form a 
eourt-martlal to torce them to go.n In one instance the men 
re-tuaed to join the army because there was not a sufficient 
amount of money at the time to pay thei r bounties.3l Some 
counties reported their eagerness to send recruits but were 
na.bl~ to do .0 because there wns a lack of ava ilable men.J

• One 

' .... An-tctaS.. Ch."I .. 0_ ... ,,11. "nd D. Boum.n to Coy. J'enef'1On , April 
t I '* , "-'00;. COl Corbin 10 ",,'''non, April 13, 1181, Ib'd ,. J3"·I~: 

• __ Cwr\.o",.tU.l, Ibid .• "oo4g7, 
'.Ii"'"",. ~ to Col Wm. 0 .... ' ... "_, 18, 1781. Ibid., 101. 
.. ., 111 nO\' Neltnn. "u17 as. 1711, Ibid, 147: CoL D. J"Ilhu to 

A ,. If. 1711 'blod. JJ • • 
.. Ceo h ..... ,.., Ute T .. to the hi uUv", t.l.rt'b n. ITtI. 'bid ... r, 

.1 ,.,.. \41 """"1 .. ., tt 1I",,_nll .. ' bid, nlll Ed • .,."I1I,t n. /"T. to 
- • I", ""'I ... V')I "111\" Oillow.,. 10 ttl, QoV". N~.7 

II. .. • t'Op.,.' ", \0 Uie QI)Y'erno.r. A\lfU.It .. 
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[he govern or that a draft of eighteen "'ou
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Janel assured Ivo" He conUnucd : 'IQ be co resS' 
II I gUlttrl cPP b & rcndi ly would we sl?orc them it 
i n HnpPY sh'd b'Clui the Legislature expected. There is sca~ur 

It "lion wt!rO 1I lty but once Do month seems uPon the e ce 
~ \I fort in the COUI t of men to defend it-Such residents Ve 
gr~renklng for \rOOn nd Horses to remove t~ei r effects, ha~: 
had most propC!l' ~n One hall or the. r~mam~er are unabl 

trenled to LineD vc no tax CommiSSioner In the COunt e ill Remove. \~e hfo tnx. A JI w h ich. ~iFcumstances plead ~ 
& (llmos t nothmg fficiently for th.e MLl.llla at present. When_ 
hope in E."<,cuse s ~rlnces wiJl admit of Jt" the people will, I'rn 
t vet Ollr Clr~umsoillntnrilY in the ContInental Army. for a 
satisfied enlIst v s for war as well as the greatness of the ius they posses . 
~en Ji 

ounly. e of the Virginians to respond to the needs of 
The reluctanc f th R I t· tin tbe later phases a e evo u IOn can by no 

the goverrunen al " It · t th 
tr 'bu ted to indifference one. IS rue at there meWS be at I . V ' . . b t h 

. I umber of Loyalists ill lfgInIa u t ere Were wereaargen b h ' 
. f t s that caused men who were y c olce patriots 

Dre5SIDg .3C or I ' d f . 
. . t enlistment especially for a ong peno ° lIme. The toreslS I • . h f 

t tion had a particular grIevance In er ear of the 
Wes ern sec . t d dd t ' " Indians who from time to tim~ commIt e epre a IOns . . One 
ean readily appreciate the hesItancy.of a man to enlist m an 
army that would take him outside hIS coun ty, when he knew 
that his own family might be imperiled by the tomahawk during 
his absence. 

Closely related to the Indian menace but more widespread 
was the natural desire of the men to provide food for their 
IamiJles. It was difficult to get r ecruits during the spring 
p!anhng and the midsummer harvesting seasons. Districts 
IItoI would normally fill their quota Were frequently delinquent 
ot these times. Consequently, there were numerous requests 
10 e IOvemor for reliel lrom military duties. Some of these 
-ee -ompanled witb lhe statement that lhe men would 
lum 0111 wllb the great t spirit & allac.rity" so soon as lbe 

:; work eQuid b Completed. In mony oses the only 
O1I:InII on~ ""~b to talc. lh m n Irom lhei,' work at lb. 

Wb a thr At nlnll n my." 
.. '''" M a .... J,-n v: ...... lli.,· "~UI n. I",. Ibid • • S. 
~ t~. I , "' •• ',/In'l. 1 ... «- mu.1 tt,m! 

Jf '.... ·"."rod.. T1'I . It. kilOI'''' 
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• , .. , ~M1t '} , .... l~.1 fr. r.r.... "'. tI • C4L 
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ThO dclt tltut cJrOur'n l'.l t llo 0" of tho Ilrmy fU' th wl.tr (lrnHucd 
ort pIny d t llo!" purl In dO L rrlllH other" trO/l\ n tl'llt~ f(. 'rho 
tnndf'CIUn 'y or r lothlnf,( won fl'f'qtll 'nll y ffiporL d : "MhOy nWil 
b"v~ not (l r m '1/lnL Of ,'Iothlnl{ J or~f r Lhnn n uood nnplcl n to 
CO\! t' til Ir /lule {hWIIt! , {l ncl n !l1 l/nbCr Or tho" nrc dClwndrn l 
UpOIi o tllNI fOl' tl r ort or I I bllll1lc L to II Ite r Ut G/ 1i oL n la ll l 
(rom lil l' old. "J ~ Accc:arCiI Il p, Ln OliO afllc r hi" mel! wore "nil 
AI nnked t i lt wh 'n they w ro horn," ·(1 til r d La 'hmonw W\l l 

"In lJ v ry r n({[!ctl ondltloll , 80m Of thom ttJrno8L rCtItI ~('d to 
p . Ult of naLu/'o & tlllll" l} nick rl)r wont of cloothn HuOh-lon t to 
keep th m wllrm wi'll/ tiL on dULy In lho n1tlilt or 'n w t 
we tfwr. >I~ 1 Nut only th o men but nIno til omcors lJuf'f' c dl AI J, vld nl from u plt/ob lo rtquC8l. 

Wh n 0 mAn III d !!tltllLe of mlHHj y, (11(III Lh, lI n (l ("ICIlI'II : ho 
III In my ovlnlon " '1 obJ cl ot OlLy- whothht til l. In tiy vo my 
~.~e or not, l, wI lt IUDVb It ,)'1Il/ Lo jude!), w it 11 J lull ,YOlJ thAt 
I . m rOi ly dtjLll ule ot Lhe two fOl'lIl br, on(1 It f don' t nt'l l! Lh o 
,aUor In you, 'I Mn nb. olul aly Jfleldnn of the who lo-My {lo t 
fUr, you WII on y wllnO'''i La the hora dllty l pcrrr'rm'd li t 
ell ' lerl1t' ld ,. you l1'I oy we Jl kr10W Ilkfi wl l fi Lll nt IlfI vlj nrlVcr 
dtDwn Ii fArlhlng ot. DOy _Ince 1 hl.ivo buen In .(;,rvl ci.l : " whon 
eloa thf n" wet. to b lHld 1 w ou'(J " el IWlhlnu but (i .IIhlr t t~ t' 
or: ot IIhoOa--11/1 olorllhfn!ll ') bro llf,J11l (rom hom e I ~ fl Ow worn 
ou t " J ca n "Ci rce hld t1 my rl n In;d M tI.II , !,inl! ti l yo u (iro t il" 
only D~r.on til " , (:li l' IJ frIend 1Yl (J In t hl. Ctl .o, ) mod IHlfrl hl 'y 
rNJU~ 1 Y{) jJ to " Iv mo It rl 01'£1 0' f or ' lI c:h n ll(;(UIItI ' )'" , (ill yo u 
m.y thI nk prODC' , , , "~' 

'n lOme co.e. Lhe men htld to return home In ora r Lo bl1 
cloth,d." Oln",. w" rc . 0 ""I< d lhot Lhey relu. ~ l"rlouHh. 
I>« Ule In y wer . , hom·<1 o. well GO unobl Lo Lrltvol dul"ing 

wlM r. o.on. F:v n whofl c1oLhlnl! Wa H to b hod It WA, 

Il"equf1lUy dl. lrl buWtl ln " most ull rorlun" l mil"" r: " /I llood 
polr 01 Stockln/f.l I. p' lv"" to " fl ok (I ' oldl o,' to'~AY ; 11 hot no 
111< ...... Int! wrar. lh"1n nuL hy 111 nex t W k, II , d In II lor h. 
n h' al"'rward" wll ..,' hi. 8lockl n/l' oro flOn h il l ' hi . hM •• 
Or I rh PI h P. t. br ooil(. but IlO IInl n(l ln lhOlTl; 01111 0 cm'L 

( hlnnlbl Iral, IJUt h .. no , lrlrl , or 1/ 10 1, II ll. Ill, In wlthoul 
"'_~l::L." 

""Iy... til l'NO)!' hhr .... tI III lhn ' ''01 Yl ll," 01 Ih~ 
~I d""'lrl~ h il l .1 •• , a llll" I" hy II .etlr Ily III r"od 
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s llable W M Inlerior in quality. Beet In PlrtI~ .•. 
What was av i ns it was little better than carrion of, ;'1Ioopi:~ . on occas a Th h . 
was ~or, cHities wer e meager. us. a ?Spital of lev 
l.lIz.

tion 
fa "entirely destitute of every arllcle, eXcept,";-lf 

pAtients WlIS. tha t can render them comfortable. Or hta e.r 
pounds oI RiC~:H The necessary fighting equipm ent waa .~ 
1I . recovery. I k ' E ....., 
lelr U deficient or en tir ely ac mg. ven On the apprOQch 

trequen ~Jjs In the spring of 1781 some of the militia llread 
of co

rnw
d b sent home because they had no arms." 1 raised ba to e 

dds to tbese gr ievances the general disaffection I 
If one a " d t h f f 0 

tr a frequent lack of pay, an e ear a smallpo" .. the coun y, f th I ' , 
'11 trike at the heart of one a e perp exmg proble~. he WI s 'aJ f V ' .. h ._ 

faciog the military and civil officI 5 a lrgmla-t e prevalence 
of desertion. Legislative attempts were made to check it, 
rewards were offered for surrendermg deser ters. penalties Were 
levied for concealing them, and pardons were offered for sur­
render and reenlistment but all to no purpose. Des~rtion con_ 
tinued unabated. In some instances a draft produced one­
third soldiers and two-thirds deserters. 

Uany of the factors deterring enlistment wer e only ac­
centuated by drafting in to service. As drafting thus became a 
handmaiden to desertion, so desertion became an ally of the 
factions opposing drafting. Drafting and the consequent op­
position to it were alone clear indications that all was not well 
In the old Dominion. 


